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International Mission Information Sheet 2011

Khomelela Community Centre (Bushbuckridge, Mpumalanga, South Africa)

Khomelela means Hold On in the local language. 

Khomelela Community Centre was started by Pastor Paul & Martha Mawela in 2007 to address the dire social needs of the community they lived in. The larger community of Bushbuckridge is home to more that half a million people, with the large majority of them living below the poverty line. HIV/AIDS has ravaged this community leaving many children orphaned. Illegal migration from neighbouring countries has added to the need, as many elderly who are unable to work do not have the necessary documentation needed to receive government grants. 

Khomelela Community Centre has taken on the responsibility of caring for the orphaned children with a crèche and offering free meals for the kids. They also provide a meal for the elderly each day, which for most is the only meal they get. The centre offers training to young and old in various crafts such as beading, making grass mats and sewing allowing them to earn some basic income.

Local volunteers, attached to the centre, also work as care givers for many suffering with HIV related illnesses or other medical needs that leave them bedridden and unable to access specialized medical care.  

PAPSDA’s involvement! 

In 2009 Papsda raised over $30,000 to be used at Khomelela.  Together with a further $30,000 from ADRA NZ, a preschool was built, that now offers education and support to over 100 children aged under 5 years.

Twenty eight Papsda people travelled to Khomelela to work on the building project.  Team members also ran a kids vacation program during the time we were there, with various professionals within the team providing training for the educators and carers at the centre. 

Our team also went out into the community with the care workers to care for the sick

We have also been supporting a chaplain who works from Khomelela in serving the local community. 

Purpose of Mission Trip 
Our primary purpose is to provide care to those who cannot care for themselves and to offer educational opportunities that will provide long term independence.  

With this in mind, we plan to continue serving and supporting Khomelela Community Centre by assisting in the building and funding of a multipurpose facility and kitchen that will be used as a dining hall, crafts building and community hall. 

We will once again assist the care workers and facilitate positive interactions with the local community through sports, training and other activities. 

Why Khomelela?
This project has been chosen for 5 basic reasons:

· Sustainability 

· An Established Relationship

· Real Need (impoverished community)

· God commissioned us (Mark 10:45, Acts 20:35)

· Potential for Growth of Papsda participants

Cost of Project

The target for building resources is $60,000 and is to be fundraised prior to leaving.   

The cost to the participants on current availability for each person ranges between an early bird price of $3,400 & later applications at $3,850. This price includes airfares, transport, accommodation, food, travel insurance, t-shirt and all sightseeing excursions. Further payment details are described in the detailed information section on page 2.

Proposed Dates for Trip
Departure date is Thursday 14 July. The date of arrival back in Auckland will be Monday 01 August.  

This is during the Uni holidays here in New Zealand. Winters in this part of South Africa are mild to warm with very little or no rain at all, making it the best time to engage in building activities!

Malaria mosquitoes are also rare at this time, partly due to the cooler climate and lack of water for breading!  

Who would be involved?
The invitation is open to all people connected to PAPSDA, who have a heart to serve others and are willing to be led as part of a team.  There is potential space for up to 30 people.  

However, everyone is encouraged to be a part of the project through:

· Prayer 

· Sponsoring an individual who will travel to South Africa  (??? Not sure about this one.)

· Providing financial support for the building project 
Detailed Information

Schedule:

The group will leave Auckland for Johannesburg on Thursday July 14 and leave Johannesburg on Sunday July 31, 2011.  The group will arrive back in Auckland on Monday August 01.  The total time away will be just over 2 weeks. We need to travel together as a group from Auckland to Johannesburg return.  A different return fare may be possible at additional costs.

Our main camp is about 6 hours from Johannesburg airport - the last 3 hours of which is on bad roads.  As it will be dark soon after we arrive the first night will be spent in an Adventist campground in Pretoria about one hour from the airport before driving on to our main accommodation on Friday.

Transport:

Transport between Johannesburg & Hoedspruit will be by mini van. The trip takes 6 hours each way.  Hoedspruit is another 30mins from the campsite. The vans will also be used to transport the group to the building site at Khomelela 45 mins away from the accommodation.

Application and Payment Information:

Please register your interest in this project as soon as possible to receive updates on the project and trip details. 

Application form and $500 non-refundable deposit received by April 16
$3,400

Application form and $950 non-refundable deposit received by May 7
$3,850

Payment Plan Dates:


Application received by
16 April
May 7


Non-refundable deposit
$500
$950


April 16
$900
$


May 7
$1,000
$1,900


June 4
$1,000
$1,000

The final costs are subject to change until the airfare is purchased.  All costs include airfares, accommodation, local transport, meals, travel insurance, t-shirt and excursions mentioned above.

Please make cheques payable to Papatoetoe Seventh-day Adventist Community Church or deposit into the PAPSDA bank account 12-3028-0537532-00 Ref: SA Mission. 

Money:

While most things are included in the price a small amount of local currency may be required for souvenirs or additional expenses.  It is advisable to have 500 Rand (NZD100). Local currency can be obtained from local ATM’s in Hoedspruit via credit card etc – please check charges with your bank.
Short trips to Hoedspruit for incidentals will be made once per week.

Meals: 

All meals are provided in the cost.  Meals will be simple but tasty.  Meals at the campsite & building site will be vegetarian with one exception when a South African Braai will be prepared.  (Please note on your application if you are vegetarian or vegan) Meals purchased during excursions will be of your own choice using a meal allowance.

A cook will be arranged to organise a menu and shopping. In general helpers will be required to be at the kitchen one hour before breakfast and one hour before tea. A roster for helpers, clean-up and lunch will be made.  Lunch will consist of sandwiches, fruit and muesli bars.  During building days 2 people will be required to stay behind to assist with meals.  This will be on rostered basis. 

Water:

It will be important to keep hydrated especially on the building site.  Water at the campsite is bore water and completely safe to drink.  Some bottled water will be provided at the building site however it will be your responsibility to keep your water bottle filled.

Excursions: 

While our primary objective is to be a blessing to the Khomelela community by building much needed facilities there will be opportunity on weekends and some evenings to visit places of interest in the area.  There are many free sightseeing opportunities close by which we will take advantage of.  The cost of the following excursions will be included in the price; Bourke’s Luck Potholes Water Feature, Moholoholo Animal Rehabilitation Centre, Kruger National Park, Kapama Game Reserve Night Drive and Khamai Snake & Reptile Park.

Travel Insurance: 
Travel insurance is included in the cost for the period 30 June to 18 July 2011.  Travel outside these dates will be an additional $4.50 per person per day. 

Accommodation: 

Accommodation is in bunk-room style accommodation. A small number of double bed rooms are available for couples.  You will need to bring your own bedding such as a sleeping bag.  The rooms have lights and power.  The main showers are outside in private open-roof enclosures. 
Clothing:

The weather will usually be warm during the day. Warm jackets will be needed for the evenings – and for any sudden weather change. You will need suitable clothes for a building site including closed shoes or work boots.

Laundry:

There is only hand washing facilities available.

Luggage

Pack light but include: Small Torch, 

Documents: Passport, airline ticket details, credit card, local currency

Building site dress code: Covered shoes, no singlet tops or short shorts for ladies, Clothes must be able to get dirty

Simple First Aid Kit: Insect repellent, Hand sanitiser, Sun screen, Panadol, plasters, savalon, diarrhea medication, constipation medication, antihistamine, personal medication and prescription details

Helpful Accessories:

· A stretch clothesline

· Electrical adaptor for South Africa

· A day-pack or shoulder bag will be helpful to carry water, food, basic supplies etc

Suitcases: 

A medium sized suitcase plus the carry on should be sufficient. Remember the weight limit is 20 kg and may be strictly enforced coming home.

Bag Tags

You will be issued a ribbon to attach to your bags prior to our departure – this is to help identify bags belonging to the group.  This should be useful when collecting them in SA.  Please attach it to each item of your luggage.  You will need to be responsible for your luggage at all times.  Please ensure that all of your luggage, including hand luggage, is labelled and has a group ribbon.

Medications: 

Please bring with you any medications you need for the time away. Simple first aid kit including plasters, savalon, painkillers, insect repellant, sunscreen, copies of prescriptions and details of prescription glasses may also be useful.

Vaccinations:

Check with your doctor for various vaccinations you may need. Vaccinations are often recommended for Tetanus, Hepatitis A & Diphtheria and vaccinations will sometimes be recommended for TB, Hepatitis B & Rabies. 

First Aid:

As bad hygiene and mosquito bites are the most common sources of disease please take common sense precautions to wash your hands after the toilet and before eating (bring hand sanitiser for times where soap may not be available) and use insect repellent at all times.

Due to the time of year we are probably not going to see any snakes but in the unlikely event of a bite it is important to get treatment early.  The treatment varies depending on the type of snake/spider/scorpion.  All bites should be reported immediately, attention sort and careful monitoring made.  Basic precautions such as checking bedding and shedding light on unlit bush/ground areas if reaching in the dark should be taken.  

Telephone calls:

There is no phone on the building site or at our accommodation but SIM cards are relatively inexpensive to purchase. If you have global roaming SMS facilities you may find that useful. Check the costs from your mobile provider for incoming and outgoing calls and SMS messages if you plan to use your own SIM card. 

Reasonable fitness:

The trip is not strenuous but participants on the trip will need to be reasonably fit to cope with a full schedule. Comfortable walking shoes (not new) are an absolute must.

In the case of sickness:
The nearest hospital is at an air-force base 30 mins away. A smaller vehicle will be available from local contacts to facilitate in an emergency situation.

Security: 

Although there is a high crime rate in South Africa it is mostly restricted to the cities and towns. However it is wise to be security conscious at all times and stay with the group. There are increased safety risks from being separated from the group. While we are in the group the risks are greatly reduced.  Norman and Liz know the area and have an extensive local knowledge and local contacts.  You should be careful when changing large amounts of money. Make copies of your passport and keep them in your luggage and be careful about walking around at night or alone. Do not carry a wallet in your back trouser pocket or in the outside pockets of coats or jackets. Use a money belt (either under clothing or around your neck inside the shirt etc). 
Church Services & Worships

On the first Sabbath July 16, a worship time will be held at the campsite in order to facilitate rest required.  A sightseeing trip will take place after lunch.

In the middle Sabbath July 23 our group will be taking a simple church service at Hoedspruit church.  It would be great if as many of the team as possible can be involved so if you would like to be involved please let Norm know.

We plan to worship at Khomelela on the final Sabbath July 30.  It is expected that the local church will prepare this service for us.
A simple worship will be held for everyone each day usually in the evening, although morning worships may be rostered on the days the evenings are allocated to excursions.  If you would like to contribute in some way please email Norman who will make a roster.

Daily Schedule: 

Each day will usually commence at 6.00 am with breakfast and then onto the building site at 7:30am. 

We plan to finish at the building site each day by 4pm that should leave time for other excursions and fireside worships. Sunset is around 5:30pm.  Dinner is planned for 6:00pm and worship at 7:30pm each day.

Specific times for the weekends will depend on activities for that day.

Everyone is expected to participate in the group activities.

	Weekly Schedule (subject to change as conditions and local schedules require)

	Thursday 14 July
	Fly to Johannesburg – Stay Mopani Lodge

	Friday 15 July
	Drive to Hoetspruit

	Saturday 16 July
	Rest & sightseeing

	Sunday 17 July
	Settle in & tour of area – Tshukudu Walk & Breakfast

	Monday 18 July
	Start at building site

	Tuesday 19 July
	Building & Community Outreach

	Wednesday 20 July
	Building & Visit AIDS orphanage

	Thursday 21 July
	Building & Trip to Hoedspruit for misc shopping

	Friday 22 July
	Building & Prep for Sabbath

	Saturday 23 July
	Worship Service with Hoedspruit SDA Church - Visit to Moholoholo Animal Rehab Centre

	Sunday 24 July
	Trip to Kruger National Park

	Monday 25 July
	Building & Community Outreach

	Tuesday 26 July
	Building & Night Drive & Dinner in Private Game Reserve

	Wednesday 27 July
	Building & Community Outreach

	Thursday 28 July
	Building & Trip to Hoedspruit for misc shopping

	Friday 29 July
	Building & Prep for Sabbath

	Saturday 30 July
	Worship Service at Khomelela 

	Sunday 31 July
	Travel to Johannesburg & Fly out

	Monday 01 August
	Arrive in Auckland


Questions:

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Norman at church on 278 7786 or by email norman@papsda.co.nz.

PO Box 23-231  Hunters Corner  Auckland  New Zealand


16 Puhinui Road  Papatoetoe  Auckland  New Zealand

Phone +649 278 7786  Facsimile +649 278 4906

e-mail info@papsda.co.nz   www.papsda.co.nz
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